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HERMANN USENER 

Hermann Usener, one of the greatest of German 
classical scholars, died October 21st. For many 
years he was Professor of Classical Philology at the 
University of Bonn, and the important position 
which that university occupies in the thoughts of 
classical scholars is due in great measure to his 
presence there. He was not a writer of large books, 
but his scholarship was broad and deep, and the re- 
sults of his unremitting research were given to the 
world in numerous articles (many of which ap- 
peared in the Rheinisches Museum), university pro- 
grammes, monographs, and small books. Among 
the Greek authors whose works he discussed or 
edited may be mentioned Demosthenes, Laertius 
Diogenes, Dionysius of Halicarnassus, Epicurus, Eu- 
ripides, Isocrates, Lucian, Lysias, Plato, Sophocles, 
Theophrastus, and Thucydides. A list of his articles 
includes also discussions of Latin authors, among 
them Caesar, Cicero, Horace, Sallust, and Virgil. His 
publication of the Anecdoton Holderi (1877) was 
not only, as its title indicates, a " Contribution to 
the History of Rome in Ostrogothic Times ", but also 
a brilliant example of philological and historical 
method. His collection of the fragments of the 
works of Epicurus (Epicurea, 1887) may be regarded 
as a model for similar collections. His publication 
of the Legends of Pelagia (1879) and the Acts of 
St Marina and St Christopher (1886) testify to his 
interest in Christian legend and Christian religion, 
an interest to which his masterly "Religionsgeschicht- 
liche Untersuchungen " (three parts, 1889, 1899) 
bear still more eloquent testimony. Other impor- 
tant monographs are " Altgriechischer Versbau " 
(1887) and "Griechische Gotternamen " (1896). 
This by no means exhaustive list of his writings may 
serve to give an idea of the breadth of his learning, 
but no list can show the accuracy, conscientiousness, 
and scholarly acumen his works display. 

In spite, however, of the number and importance 
of his published contributions to scholarship, it was 
as a teacher that Professor Usener exercised the 
greatest influence. Last year, on his seventieth 
birthday, his portrait, a bronze bust, was presented 
to the university with appropriate ceremonies. 
Among those who, as pupils of Usener, contributed 
for the bust, were many of the most distinguished 
classicists of Germany and other countries, and each 
and all considered it a privilege to be allowed to 
aid in honoring publicly the master to whom each 
and all owed so much. As a scholar he was ad- 
mired, as a teacher he was revered, as a friend he 
was beloved; for one of the reasons for his great 
influence was the warm personal friendship between 
him and his pupils. He had the satisfaction of 
knowing that his labors were aopreciated and his 
friendship highly prized by his colleagues, his pupils, 
and all who were interested in classical scholarship. 



How great that satisfaction was only those who have 
seen him in recent years can know. Now that he is 
gone, his memory will live in the minds and hearts 
of his pupils as an incentive to earnest work as 
scholars and teachers. 

Harold N Fowler 
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